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PLEASE COMPLETE BEFORE CLASS BEGINS 
 
 
NAME: 
 
DATE: 
  
ALL THE WORDS I KNOW IN ARABIC: (or previous exposure 
to Arabic) 
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1. Vocabulary list and stories  
2. Curriculum hand-outs: 

a. Arabic alphabet and pronunciation guide* 
b. Counting in Arabic* 
c. Question words   
d. Pronouns & Verb Conjugation*  
e. Useful phrases list 

*posted online      
 
Materials:  
Stories, vocabulary and structures frequently used in school and classroom setting; 
various culturally relevant props and materials. Stories’ podcasts. 
 

Objectives: 
1. Participants will be able to use the target vocabulary, as well as basic introductory 
vocabulary. 
2. Participants will be able to recognize and use vocabulary in the present tense 
3. Participants will be able to tell a story in Arabic. 
 

Methods: 
Each day participants will be presented with vocabulary and advanced grammatical 
structures from the thematic unit.  Techniques used include TPR (Total Physical 
Response) and TPRS (Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling). 
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What YOU must know about acquiring Arabic through TPRS in order 
to be successful: 

1. There is no such thing as a person who isn’t good at learning languages. 
2. The way you learned languages in school was forcing your brain to function 

in a way it was never designed to.  That was not the fault of your brain. 
3. The trick to acquiring another language is ridiculously simple: 

You must hear a lot of the language and you must completely, 
entirely, totally, 100% understand what is being said. 
In fact….  if you’re doing it right… it feels effor tless.  It feels 
involuntary. 

4. You must be relaxed and not feel pressured to speak or perform. There’s no 
need to try to repeat what you hear.  Just concentrate on trying to 
understand.  Stop me and ask for on-the-spot translation or to slow down. 
(Signal me.) 

5. Turn off the part of your brain that want to tur n this into work….  wants to 
memorize… wants to study… wants to analyze…. wants to cram information 
into the short term memory instead of the long-term memory….   

6. To do that you must: 
A. Have fun. 
B. Listen.  Be aware of when your attention wanders and think of ways that   
you can contribute details to the story. 
C. Stop and signal me whenever you don’t understand even one word. 
D. Laugh.  It releases endorphins that contribute to long term retention.  
Plus… it’s supposed to be funny. 
G.  Take breaks and move around.  A little physical movement makes the 
brain dump feel-good chemicals into the body that also increase long-term 
memory. 
H.  If you already know the Arabic alphabet, read, read and re-read.  As you 
read you’ll understand more and more.  Use the vocab list, but don’t look 
everything up in a dictionary.   �
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WORDS THAT SOUND LIKE ENGLISH 
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http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/article/view/263/406 
 
 
http://edition.tefl.net/articles/cultural-differences/ 
 
 
http://edition.tefl.net/articles/cultural-differences-2/ 
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Story 1 
 
TPR Words  
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New Words 
 

Arabic English Sounds like 
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Question Words 

 
English Sounds like ������  

When “hal” is placed in front of a sentence it 
will change the sentence into a yes/no question. 

CDE<� F�@6�

What? ��<� F(4@.�

What? ��:�<� �G4@.(F�

Where? '���<� F(A@�'�

When? ����<� F(=�@.�

How much? HDI <� F(�@��

Why? ����:�<� F(�G4J��

Who? IDK <� F(A@.�

How =����<� F(����

Which? DLL<� F(M+'�

 
����� 
 

Responses 
 
 

English Sounds like ������  
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Mini-story 1   
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New Words 
 

Arabic English Sounds like 
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Mini-story 2  
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Story 4 
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